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Preface 


This 1977 edition of Profile, North Carolina Counties is the fifth in a series published biennially 
by the N. C. Department of Administration, Division of State Budget and Management. Its 
purpose is to assist researchers at all levels of government and the private sector by providing 
trend information on the county and planning region level, as well as a statewide summary. 


Data categories included in past editions of the Profile have been updated and, in some cases, 
altered to accommodate program or methodology changes. These and other data characteristics 
are discussed in the introductory section and in the Appendix. In addition to updated information, 
this edition includes a new section which shows how counties rank in relationship to each other. 
Similarly, the multi-county planning regions are also ranked. Eight data categories were selected 
for inclusion in this section. 


This edition of the Profile is published by the Research and Planning Services Section under 
the direction of Gayle Burleson, assisted by Mary Lou Stewart with data preparation support 
provided by Myrtle Bridges. Mary Jon Lloyd’s and Barbara Sims’ expertise in computer 
programming saved much time and effort in compiling and ranking data by county and by 
multi-county planning region. Typing was very ably done by the following members of the 
secretarial staff: Janie Johnson (unit supervisor), Patricia Alford, Nancy Horton, Bernice Rogers 
and Linda Thorpe. The publication cover, announcement, evaluation form and table layout were 
designed by Terry Ellis and Jane Smith. Special thanks are also due state agency personnel 
for their promptness and accuracy in compiling the data series. To all I express my sincere 
appreciation. 

John A. Williams, Jr. 
State Budget Officer 


Introduction 


Consistent with the desire of this office to continually improve the information available to 
you as researchers, this edition of Profile, North Carolina Counties contains several innovations. 
Now there are three major divisions: (1) Rankings, (2) County Profiles, and (3) Multi-County 
Planning Region Profiles. The "Rankings" division is new and has been added to allow for quick 
comparisons of selected population characteristics among counties and planning regions. In 
addition, an Appendix has been added to provide sources for information included in this volume 
and to explain data characteristics and inconsistencies. Other innovations are contained in the 
format of the "Profile" sections. A fourth category of social services recipients, Aid to the 
Blind (AB), has been added to more adequately represent that service. Also two separate tables 
are used to present labor force and industrial employment estimates. Separate tables were 
necessary to accommodate definitional changes which provide more valid comparisons between 
areas. 


An evaluation form is enclosed to solicit your input into future editions of this publication. 
This will help us to continue to provide information which is desired and needed. Copies of 
the Profile can be obtained by writing the Librarian, North Carolina Department of 
Administration, Division of State Budget and Management, 116 West Jones Street, 27603 at 
a cost of $2.00 per copy. 
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Multi-County Planning 
Region Profiles 


——— 


C-< 


Because of a variety of private and public planning and development organizations 
in various geographical and political subdivisions of the State, a need for some type of 
uniform system of multi-county regions for planning and development activities was 
recognized. 


The 1969 General Assembly enacted legislation defining a function of the N. C. 
Department of Administration as that of working cooperatively with counties, cities, and 
towns, and federal government, multi-state commissions and private agencies and 
organizations, in developing a system of multi-county planning regions to cover the entire 
State. 


The following factors were used in reaching a tentative decision about where 
boundaries should be established: 


1. The economic and social interrelationships between urban centers and the 
surrounding areas, 


Existing cooperative programs among counties and municipalities, 
. At least three counties in each region, 
A population base of at least 100,000 people in each region, and 


The existence of mountain ranges or rivers that might separate one region 
from another. 


aw Rw 


Establishment of these regional boundaries was achieved by a coordinated effort of 
people from all levels of government. 


Following is an alphabetical listing of North Carolina’s 100 counties, designating their 
respective planning regions: 


North Carolina’s 100 Counties and Their Designated Planning Regions 


County Region County Region County Region 
[ Alamance G ] | Gaston EF | | Pender (0) | 
Alexander E Gates R Perquimans R 
Alleghany D Graham A Person K 
Anson H Granville K Pitt Q 
Ashe D Greene P Polk Cc 
Avery D Guilford G Randolph G 
Beaufort Q Halifax L Richmond H 
Bertie Q Harnett M Robeson N 
Bladen N Haywood A Rockingham G 
Brunswick oO Henderson B Rowan F 
Buncombe B Hertford Q Rutherford Cc 
Burke E Hoke N Sampson M 
Cabarrus F Hyde R Scotland N 
Caldwell E Tredell F Stanley F 
Camden R Jackson A Stokes G 
Carteret P Johnston J Surry G 
Caswell G Jones P Swain A 
Catawba E Lee J Transylvania B 
Chatham J Lenoir P Tyrrell R 
Cherokee A Lincoln F Union F 
Chowan R McDowell (¢ Vance K 
Clay A Macon A Wake J 
Cleveland Cc Madison B Warren K 
Columbus (0) Martin Q Washington R 
Craven P Mecklenburg ~ F Watauga D 
Cumberland M Mitchell D Wayne P 
Currituck R Montgomery H Wilkes D 
Dare R Moore H Wilson L 
Davidson G Nash L Yadkin G 
Davie G New Hanover (0) Yancey D 
Duplin 17 Northampton L 
Durham J Onslow P 
Edgecombe L Orange J 
Forsyth G Pamlico V9 
Franklin K Pasquotank R 


SOURCE: N. C. Department of Administration. 
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AGRICULTURE 
North Carolina Department of Agriculture 


Acres of Harvested and Idle Cropland - Division of Statistics, "North Carolina Land 
Utilization Survey." The total acres of harvested and idle cropland for North Carolina 
is a summation of available county data and includes counties in which a farm census 
was either incomplete or unavailable. "NA" indicates the absence of acreage information. 
Cropland is defined here as land used for all row crops, close-grown field crops, rotation 
hay and pasture, hayland, conservation use only (excluding forest land), temporarily idle, 
orchards, vineyards, bush fruit, and open land formerly cropped. 


Statewide totals in this edition represent revised estimates for years 1965 through 
1974 and differ from estimates published in earlier editions. Preliminary estimates are 
shown for 1975. Consistent with Department of Agriculture policy, revised county totals 
are not published but may be obtained from the Federal-State Crop-Reporting service 
of the North Carolina Department of Agriculture. 


The percentage of land area in harvested and idle cropland is ranked from high to 
low in the "Rankings" Section of this publication, based on a 1967 land use study (see 
Area). 


Estimated Farm Income - Division of Statistics, North Carolina Farm Income. 
Beginning with 1970, estimates of farm income have been prepared by the Division of 
Statistics in cooperation with the Federal-State Crop and Livestock Reporting Service. 
Prior to 1972, these estimates were prepared by the North Carolina Cooperative Agricultural 
Extension Service of North Carolina State University. Farm income amounts are estimated 
income from tobacco, cotton, peanuts, com, grains, potatoes, fruits and vegetables, 
greenhouse and nursery items, hay and other crops, livestock products, and government 
payments (also farm forests after 1971). Data for 1975 should be considered preliminary. 


AREA 


North Carolina State University, Department of Economics, "North Carolina Land 
Use Data", 1967. 


CORRECTIONS 
North Carolina Department of Corrections. 


Prison Admissions - Division of Prisons, State Correction Statistical Abstract. These 
figures reflect the number of admissions and parole revocations in the state prison system 
by county of conviction during a given year. The state total includes persons whose county 
of conviction is not reported (361 in 1975 and 233 in 1976). 


Parole Population - Division of Probation and Parole, State Correction Statistical 
Abstract. These figures reflect the parole population as of December 31 by county of 
supervision. The statewide total includes the number of parolees whose county of 
supervision is not reported and those who have absconded; it does not reflect the number 
of parolees being supervised out-of-state. 


Probation Population - Division of Probation and Parole. The average daily population 
of persons on probation by county of residence make up these totals. 


265 


North Carolina Department of Human Resources. 


Youth Services School Admissions - Division of Youth Services. Admissions by county 
from which the referrals were made to the six state-supported youth services schools are 
indicated by these figures. Children under the age of 16 years may be admitted to the 
schools for offenses ranging from failing to attend school to capital crimes. Although a 
court order is required for commitment of a child, the child is not a convicted criminal. 
At the age of 18, youth are no longer eligible for detention in the youth services schools. 
(Youth services schools were previously referred to as youth development schools.) 


EDUCATION - ENROLLMENT 
North Carolina Board of Education. 


Public Schools - Controller's Office. These figures represent the final annual enrollment 
in the state's public school system for the nine-month school year. Final annual enrollment 
is a cumulative total of students enrolled throughout the school year and is not adjusted 
to reflect withdrawals. The statewide total is a summation of county final enrollment 
figures. 


Community Colleges - Division of Community Colleges. The fall quarter enrollment 
of county residents in curriculum or extension courses in the state Community College 
system make up these totals. The statewide total is a summation of county amounts and 
excludes enrollees from out-of-state. 


The University of North Carolina. 


Higher Education - General Administration. These data show the number of students 
in each county or planning region enrolled during the fall term in North Carolina public 
and private institutions of higher learning. Statewide data does not equal the summation 
of county totals due to the inability to assign a home county to some students. Enrollment 
in private institutions may exclude some non-reporting institutions. 


HEALTH INDICATORS 
North Carolina Department of Human Resources. 


Infant Deaths - Division of Health Services, North Carolina Vital Statistics. An infant 
death is defined as death of a live born infant under one vear of age. The infant death 
rate is defined as resident infant deaths per 1,000 resident live births. In the "Rankings" 
section, infant death rates are ranked from low to high. 


Hospital Beds - Division of Facility Services. A Complete Listing of Hospitals, 
(Non-Federal), Hospital beds for general and acute use; pediatrics; eye, ear, nose, and 
throat; rehabilitation and long-term care are included. The totals exclude beds provided 
for mental diseases, alcoholism and addiction, mental retardation, and pulmonary diseases. 
County totals exclude state-supported hospitals except for North Carolina Memorial 
Hospital in Orange County which serves the general public in that area. However, the 
statewide total includes all hospital beds (state-supported hospitals and beds described above 
which are excluded from the county total). Multi-county planning region totals represent 
the summation of totals for counties within the respective regions. 
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The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 


Primary Care Physicians - Health Services Research Center. Primary care physicians 
for purposes of this publication are defined as general practice, family medicine, internal 
medicine, pediatrics, gynecology, and obstetrics. The doctors included in this count are 
non-federal practicing physicians as licensed by the North Carolina Board of Medical 
Examiners. The physicians shown for Camden County also serve Currituck County. In 
the "Rankings" section of this publication, physicians per 10,000 population are ranked 
from high to low. 


HIGHWAY MILEAGE 


North Carolina Department of Transportation, Division of Highways. Figures shown 
for primary and secondary roads include both paved and unpaved mileage. The state 
primary highway system is composed of all Interstate, U.S. and N.C. numbered highways. 
The state secondary road system is composed of all other state-maintained roads. 


INDUSTRY - NEW AND EXPANDED 


North Carolina Department of Natural and Economic Resources, Division of Economic 
Development. Investment amounts and employees for new and expanded industries are 
estimates made by industries and provided to the Department of Natural and Economic 
Resources. Estimates are made at the time an industry announces location or expansion 
plans. The actual industrial development effort in a county or region may vary from figures 
reported here. The statewide total is a summation of county totals. 


LABOR FORCE AND INDUSTRIAL EMPLOYMENT 


North Carolina Employment Security Commission, Bureau of Employment Security 
Research, North Carolina Labor Force Estimates by County, Area, and State. Labor force 
and employment figures shown here are based on new definitions and procedures and 
may not be strictly comparable to data shown in past editions of this publication. 
Comparable data earlier than 1970 are unavailable. Labor force estimates represent the 
combined totals of employed and unemployed persons and have been adjusted to remove 
the effect of multiple job holding and the effect of commuting from one county (or 
planning region) to another. The unemployment rate is the ratio of the total number 
unemployed (not working but seeking work) to the number in the civilian labor force. 
The adjustment of commuters from the labor force total insures that the unemployment 
rates between areas are more comparable and are influenced only by the differences in 
the severity of unemployment. Unemployment rates for counties and planning regions 
are ranked from high to low in the "Rankings" section of this publication. 


Statewide totals have been revised for some years and may not equal the summation 
of county data. 


Industrial employment is an estimate of the number of jobs held, by place of work 
(i.e., the county or region in which the job is held), for all manufacturing and 
non-manufacturing industries as defined by the standard industrial classification system. 
These employment figures exclude agricultural employment, non-farm self-employed, 
domestic workers in private households and unpaid family workers. 


Statewide totals are estimated independent of county totals and may not equal the 
summation of county data. 
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MOTOR VEHICLES 
North Carolina Department of Transportation. 


Automobile and Truck Registrations - Division of Motor Vehicles, Registration 
Section. Included in the totals are registrations for automobiles and trucks by county 
in which the vehicles were registered. The statewide total is a summation of county amounts 
and excludes registrations for trailers, buses, motorcycles, dealers, transporters, driveways 
and public-owned passenger vehicles, trucks and trailers. 


Accidents, Persons Injured and Fatalities - Division of Motor Vehicles Traffic Records 
Section, Traffic Accident Facts. These figures represent the number of reportable accidents 
in each area. A reportable accident is one which involves injury, fatality, or property 
damage of $200 or more. The number of persons injured or killed is determined from 
the investigating officers’ reports which are filed within 24 hours of the accident. 
Automobile accidents per 1,000 persons are ranked from high to low in the "Rankings" 
section of this publication. 


PER CAPITA INCOME 


United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis. These income 
figures reflect private and government wage and salary payments in cash and in kind, 
other labor income, farm and non-farm proprietors’ income, interest, net rental, dividends, 
and transfer payments, less personal contributions for social insurance. Income is measured 
before the deduction of personal income and other personal taxes and is reported in current 
dollars (no adjustment is made for inflation). Per capita income amounts are ranked from 
high to low in the "Rankings" section of this publication. 


POPULATION 


United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 1950, 1960 and 1970 
population totals are actual census counts as of April 1 of the respective years. 1975 
estimates are as of July 1 and are prepared by the Census Bureau in cooperation with 
the Demographic Research Unit in the North Carolina Department of Administration, 
Division of State Budget and Management. Population density (per square mile) is ranked 
from high to low in the "Rankings" section, and is based on a 1967 land use study. 
Also in the "Rankings" section, net migration rates are ranked from high to low. 


PUBLIC ASSISTANCE RECIPIENTS 
North Carolina Department of Human Resources. 


Aid to Families With Dependent Children (AFDC) - These figures represent the number 
of recipients during the month of February for each given year. The number of recipients 
in February closely approximates the annual average number of recipients. 


Aid to the Disabled (AD), Aid to the Aged (AA), and Aid to the Blind (AB) - Large 
increases in the number of recipients after 1973 are explained by changes in eligibility 
requirements. On January 1, 1974, the Supplemental Security Income program was 
implemented as the result of amendments to the Social Security Act as passed by Congress 
in 1972. The Supplemental Security Income (SSI) program replaced the former federal 
grants made to the various states for Aid to the Aged, Disabled, and Blind. In essence, 
SSI legislation held that the individual states would no longer administer these federal 
grants. Instead, the administration of financial payments was made the responsibility of 
the Social Security Administration. 
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In order to prevent any persons from receiving less money under the new program, 
the states are required to provide supplementary payments to make up any deficits between 
the old amount and the new amount for all persons on the rolls on or after January 
1, 1974. North Carolina's supplementary program, called State/County Special Assistance, 
was set up for the dual purpose of complying with Federal legislation and compensating 
for the failure of the Federal program to make provisions for the special needs of the 
Aged and Disabled; specifically Domiciliary Care, Chore Services, Needy Spouses/Essential 
Persons, and Certain Disabled Persons not covered by SSI. 


Data for these three categories were unavailable for 1974. The total number of 
recipients for 1975 was estimated based on the ratio in 1976 of SSI recipients to 
State/County Special Assistance Recipients. Statewide, 99.0% of the recipients received 
assistance from SSI in 1976; percents by county ranged between 95.5% and 100%. 


SALES AND USE TAX GROSS COLLECTIONS AND GROSS RETAIL SALES 


North Carolina Department of Revenue, Sales and Use Tax Division, "Analysis of 
State Sales and Use Tax Collections and Gross Retail Sales by Counties and Business 
Groups". Retail sales represent total taxable and non-taxable sales as reported monthly 
on Sales and Use Tax Report Forms. The statewide summary by business groups includes 
foreign (outside North Carolina). amounts and will not equal the summation of county 
totals. This statewide summary by business groups also includes an additional category 
for the 2% use tax collected on motor vehicles and airplanes which is untabulated by 
county. Amounts shown for multi-county planning regions are a summation of county 
amounts. 


VOTER REGISTRATIONS 
North Carolina State Board of Elections. These figures reflect the number of voter 


registrations as reported by county boards of election to the State Board of Election. 
The statewide total is a summation of county amounts. 
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